RECOMMENDED BOOKS FOR GRADE 5

The following excerpts of recommended books are taken from “EducationWorld.” It is also easy to find
challenging and great books from the Newbery and Caldecott website where you can get up to date list

of all the wonderful books for children to read.

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/newberyhonors/ne

wberymedal.cfm

Anne Frank, The Diary of a Young Girl
by Anne Frank

Discovered in the attic in which she
spent the last years of her life, Anne
Frank's remarkable diary has become a
world classic -- a powerful reminder of
the horrors of war and an eloquent
testament to the human spirit. In 1942, with the Nazis
occupying Holland, 13-year-old Anne and her Jewish
family went into hiding in the "secret annex" of an old
office building; while living there, Anne recorded her
experiences in a diary. By turns thoughtful, moving,
and amusing, her account offers a fascinating
commentary on human courage and a compelling
self-portrait of an extraordinary young woman whose
life was tragically cut short.

Chasing Redbird

by Sharon Creech

Zinnia Taylor lives in Bybanks,
Kentucky, with too many brothers
and sisters -- a mess of "tadpoles"
and "pumpkins" is what her uncle
Nate calls them. When Zinny
discovers a mysterious, overgrown trail that begins
on her family's farm, she's determined to clear it,
from start to finish. For she's finally found a place of
her own, a place where she can go, away from her
family, to hear herself think. But what Zinny didn't
realize is that the mysteries of the trail are
intertwined with her own unanswered questions
and family secrets, and that the trail -- and her
passion to uncover it -- is leading her on a journey
home. CHASING REDBIRD is a powerful, beautifully
crafted story about a young girl discovering that life
is a tangle of mysteries, surprises, and everyday
occurrences -- a journey that often needs unraveling
and that sometimes must be traveled alone.

Dear Mr. Henshaw

by Beverly Cleary, Paul O. Zelinsky
(illus.)

When fourth grader Leigh Botts asks
Mr. Henshaw to write to him
personally, he gets more than he
bargained for. Mr. Henshaw's letters
are full of questions, and Leigh is getting tired of
answering them. But as he continues his
correspondence with his favorite author, he not only
gets plenty of tips on writing, but he also finds a wise
and thoughtful friend to whom he can tell his
troubles.

Frindle

by Andrew Clements, Brian Selznick
(illus.)

When he decides to turn his fifth-grade
teacher's love of the dictionary around
on her, clever Nick Allen invents a new
word and begins a chain of events that
quickly moves beyond his control.
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